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AIR 1.5 Release Notes

Adobe® AIR™ 1.5

Release Notes for Adobe AIR developers

Release date: 11/17/08

Getting Started

Welcome to the release notes for AIR 1.5. This document contains system requirements,
installation instructions, known issues, and other information about using the AIR 1.5 runtime.

. System requirements

. Supported languages

. New features in AIR 1.5

. Migrating AIR 1.0.x or 1.1 applications to AIR 1.5
. Installing Adobe AIR

. Uninstalling Adobe AIR

. Tips and tricks

. Known issues and limitations

. AIR knowledge base

. Release notes for Flex and Flex Builder

System Requirements

Windows® Macintosh®

Minimum: Intel® Pentium® IlII
1GHz or faster processor
Recommended: Pentium 4 2GHZ
or faster

Intel Core™ Duo 1.83GHz or faster
processor; PowerPC® G4 1GHz or
faster processor

Processor
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Windows Vista® Home Premium,
Business, Ultimate, or Enterprise
including 64 bit editions,

System |Windows XP Tablet PC Edition Mac OS 10.4.11 or Mac OS 10.5.4
SP2 and SP3, Windows XP SP2
and SP3, Windows 2000 SP4,
Windows 2003 Server

Minimum: 512MB RAM; Minimum: 512MB RAM;
Recommended: 1GB RAM Recommended: 1GB RAM

RAM

top

Supported languages

The Adobe AIR 1.5 installation and runtime user experience supports the following languages.
Previously supported in Adobe AIR 1.1:

Chinese Traditional
Chinese Simplified
English
French
German
Italian
. Japanese
Korean
Brazilian Portuguese
Russian
Spanish

Languages now supported in Adobe AIR 1.5:

Czech
Dutch
Swedish
. Turkish
Polish
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New features in AIR 1.5

Flash Player 10 features
Adobe AIR 1.5 includes support for the following new features in Flash Player 10:

. Custom Filters and Effects

. Drawing APl Enhancements

. Enhanced Sound APIs

. Vector Data Type

. File upload and download APIs

. Real Time Media Flow Protocol (RTMFP)
. 3D Effects

. New text engine

. Color Management

. Anti-Aliasing Engine (Saffron 3.1)
. Dynamic Streaming

. Speex Audio Codec

. Loader.unloadAndStop

. Dynamic Sound Generation

For more information, see http://www.adobe.com/products/flashplayer/features/ for details of
these features.

Database Encryption

Database files can be encrypted in AIR 1.5. All database content, including the metadata, can be
encrypted so that the data is unreadable outside of the AIR application that encrypted it. This
feature will allow a developer to encrypt, decrypt, and re-encrypt database files. The encryption
will use AES with CCM. You can open or attach database files that are encrypted or any
combination thereof.

WebKit

The version of WebKit used by Adobe AIR has been updated and it now includes support for the
SquirrelFish JavaScript interpreter.

Other improvements


http://www.adobe.com/products/flashplayer/features/

AIR 1.5 Release Notes

An issue on Mac OS where links invoked from AIR applications would result in the incorrect
application being launched or the tab vs. window setting not being respected has been resolved.

top

Migrating AIR 1.0.x or 1.1 applications to AIR 1.5

To take advantage of the new APIs and features available in AIR 1.5, you must update your
application descriptor. For SWF-based applications, in addition to making changes in the
application descriptor, the application must be compiled as SWF10 target (see below).

Change the xmlns attribute to the following:

http://ns. adobe. conf air/application/ 1.5

SWF-based applications must also be recompiled as Flash Player 10 SWF files. For Flex-based
AIR applications, use the Flex 3.2 SDK to recompile your applications.

top

Installing Adobe AIR

Installing the AIR 1.5 runtime and AIR applications requires you to have administrator privileges
on your computer.

Install the runtime on a Windows computer

1. Download the runtime installation file from http://get.adobe.com/air.
2. Double-click the runtime installation file and follow the prompts to complete the
installation.

Install the runtime on a Mac computer

1. Download the runtime installation file from http://get.adobe.com/air.

Double-click runtime installation file and follow the prompts to complete the installation.

3. If the Installer displays an Authenticate window, enter your Mac OS user name and
password.

N
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top
Uninstalling Adobe AIR

Once you have installed the runtime, you can uninstall using the following procedures.

Uninstall the runtime on a Windows computer

In the Windows Start menu, select Settings > Control Panel.
Select the Add or Remove Programs control panel.

Select "Adobe AIR" to uninstall the runtime.

Click the Change/Remove button.

P WNPE

Uninstall the runtime on a Mac computer

. Double-click the "Adobe AIR Uninstaller”, which is located in the /Applications/Utilities
folder.

top
Tips and tricks

Setting the MIME type on your web server for AIR application

For client browsers to recognize an AIR application when being downloaded, the web server
hosting the AIR application needs to map the application/vnd.adobe.air-applicationinstaller-
package+zip MIME content type to the ".air" extension. For example, for an Apache web server,
add the following to the AddType section:

AddType application/vnd.adobe.air-application-installer-package+zip .air
adl - Debugging Support

The debugging support is enabled by default when launching an application using ADL. Using
debugging support, the runtime makes additional checks and generates additional debugging
information including debugging information from Flex Builder and also displays the unhandled
exception dialogs. Also, your application may run slower while using debugging support. Using
adl with -nodebug flag will disable the debugging support. Running with -nodebug flag also
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emulates the execution mode of an installed application more closely.

top

Known issues and limitations

XMLHttpRequests limitations using HTMLLoader on Windows

When using HTMLLoader on Windows, there is no support for auto redirection from PUT, POST,
or DELETE methods. AIR also does not support flat or gzip decompression of XMLHTTP
responses.

Links to images do not load properly

Clicking a link that loads an image (rather than an HTML page) does not render the image, but
displays the image bytes.

Using the data property for NativeMenultem

For the NativeMenultem.data property, the int or Number objects are not supported in this
release.

ContextMenu.visible property

Setting the ContextMenu.visible property has no effect. Items that are set by setting visible to
false will remain visible in the ContextMenu. We recommend using the enabled property instead.

Minority scripts support for China National Standard GB 18030-2000
Minority script characters such as Tibetan may not display correctly in AIR applications.
Windows 64-bit OS : Installing applications to 64-bit Program Files folder AIR

If an AIR application is installed to 64-bit "Program Files" folder, an error is thrown stating that
the application can not be installed. However, the application still gets installed to the "Program
Files(x86)" folder.

app: URL scheme with PDF open parameters on Mac
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Using the app: URL scheme with PDF open parameters (for example, app:/myfiles/test.
pdf#page=2) does not finish loading on Mac OS.

Date JavaScript objects passed through a sandbox bridge lose their original type

The workaround is to serialize the data and pass date/time as milliseconds.

Setting the width or height of an iframe to 1002 may cause unexpected results

The workaround is to set iframe to a value less than 100%.

NativeWindow.height reported incorrectly in resize event

The NativeWindow.height property is reported incorrectly when read in a resize event handler.
The workaround is to use the afterBounds.height property of the event instead.

Setting idleThreshold

If you set the idleThreshold property of the NativeApplication object after registering for the
userldle event, you get the default idleThreshold setting rather than the value you set. The
workaround is to unregister the event handler, set the threshold, and then re-register.

Tracing to console

If your system has an mm.cfg file containing the parameter TraceOutputFileEnable=1, no trace
output is sent to the console. The workaround is to remove this parameter from the mm.cfg file.
The mm.cfg file is located at "c:\Documents and Settings\<username=" on Windows and "\Users
\<username=>" on Mac OS.

Passing header ""Cookie" to URLRequest.requestHeaders

Passing header "Cookie" to the requestHeaders property of a URLRequest object when
manageCookies=true is not sent to the server.

Full certificate path required for code signing
Some certificate vendors (VeriSign for example) do not provide by default the full certificate

path; however, this is required for signing AIR applications. For information about creating a
keystore with a full certificate chain, see http://accessl.sun.com/techarticles/Keytool.html.
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Point object returned from NativeWindow.globalToScreen() method may have
incorrect Y value on non-primary display

The Y value returned by the NativeWindow.globalToScreen() method may not be accurate if the
parameter does not reflect a point that is on the main screen display in certain configurations
involving multiple monitors.

setAsDefaultApplication() and file extension association on Windows

On Windows, once the user selects an association application for an extension using Explorer,
using NativeApplication.setAsDefaultApplication() fails to set the AIR application as the default
application.

ADT using proxy with authentication

ADT currently does not work with proxy settings that require authentication.

Dock Icon Event Registration

On Mac, using NativeMenu.addltemAt(item, 0) on the dock icon will cause all menu items below
it to lose their select event handlers. The workaround is to use NativeMenu.addltem(). To make
the last item appear on top of the menu item, destroy the old menu, and then create a new
menu.

NativeWindow width and height

When setting the width, height, or bounds properties of a NativeWindow object in one
synchronous function, the value reported for height will be incorrect if it is checked in handler of
a resize event.

Size of Flash content in HTML Content

When the size of the native window displaying HTML with embedded Flash content in an
HTMLLoader is smaller than the size of the flash content, the Flash content appears on top of the
scroll bars.

Updating AIRINntrospector

In order for the application using Adobe AIR HTML/JavaScript Application AIRIntrospector to
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work with AIR 1.5 runtime, AlIRIntrospector must be upgraded to the AIR 1.5 version of the
AlRIntrospector and the application must be rebuilt.

Change in HTMLLoader.loadString behavior for AIR 1.5 applications

In AIR 1.5, content loaded into the HTMLLoader with the loadString method is placed in the non-
application sandbox by default in order to make sure that untrusted content is isolated. If the
content is trusted, and you want it to be loaded into the application sandbox, set the
HTMLLoader.placeLoadStringContentlnApplicationSandbox property to true. For AIR 1.1 and
earlier applications, the loadString behavior is unchanged.

SWF content in applications using transparent windows

SWF content in HTML does not display properly for applications using transparent windows.

Audio issues for applications using RTMFP with P2P

For applications using RTMFP with P2P, audio may drop out after 3 minutes if the publisher
machine has limited system memory.

URLs in application sandbox for HTML applications

In the application sandbox, the JavaScript URL scheme is not allowed and will fail silently
without throwing exceptions.

Using Adobe Flash Rights Management Server 1.0x with Adobe AIR 1.5

If you are using the Adobe Flash Rights Management Server version 1.0 or 1.0.1 and plan to
deliver encrypted content to applications using AIR version 1.5, please contact your Adobe
representative to obtain an updated DRM_Section.xml file. FMRMS 1.5 customers already have
the updated version of this file.

Using HTML markup with innerHTML containing attribute names prefixed with "on"

In the application sandbox, HTML markup using innerHTML that contains attributes prefixed with
"on," the attributes are not transformed into event handlers due to security restrictions, and will

fail silently without throwing an exception.

PDF content in transparent window
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PDF content does not display in a window (a NativeWindow object) that is transparent (where
the transparent property is set to true).

Limitations using SWF in HTML full screen non-interactive mode

SWEF content in HTMLLoader in full screen does not render correctly.

top
AIR Knowledge base

A knowledge base of AIR issues or other helpful AIR documentation is available at the AIR
support web site http://www.adobe.com/support/air/.

top
Release notes for Flex SDK and Flex Builder

The release notes for the Flex SDK and Flex Builder can be found at the following locations:

. Flex SDK: http://www.adobe.com/support/documentation/en/flex/3/
releasenotes flex3 sdk.html
. Flex Builder: http://www.adobe.com/support/documentation/en/flex/3/

releasenotes flex3 fb.html

-

Copyright © 2008 Adobe Systems Incorporated. All Rights Reserved. Adobe, the Adobe logo,
AIR, ActionScript, Flash, and Flex are trademarks or registered trademarks of Adobe Systems
Incorporated in the United States and/or other countries. Other marks are the properties of their
respective owners.

This computer program is protected by copyright law and international treaties. Unauthorized
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use, reproduction, or distribution of this program, or any portion of it, may result in severe civil
and criminal penalties, and will be prosecuted to the maximum extent possible under the law.

Notices, terms and conditions pertaining to third party software are located at http://www.
adobe.com/go/thirdparty/ and incorporated by reference herein.
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